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NEW PUBLICATIONS.

THE LYRICS OF HORACE.

THE ODES AND EPODES OF HORACE, Transited
into English wverse with an Introduction and Notes
and Latin text. ny John Hague, Pho Do Pp.
xil, 188, G, I, Painam's Sons,

Twagine o modern nation in the midst of eivil
war, the people and the popular leader on one side
and a privileged elass on the other, with a deciave
contest irupending, the chanees of which seemied
to be whully in faver of victory for the popular
leader—call him demagognue, tyrant, emperor or
what you will, Suppose, then, that in anticipa-
tion of defent n member of the aristocratic party
ghould write and publish a poem. In that pocm,
we will say, he plainly hints the fears of the result
which he shares with his party, and proceeds to
tell his comrades that there is no longer any hope
for choice gpirits such na they are in their native
land, advises them to emigrate ant roundly deelares
that he bas heard of 8 new country which will
just guit them.  This land is one where everything
grows of itself W itheut the labor of enltivation,
where life is o ceaseless round of pleasure, wherne
the climate every day in the year is jusi W last s
most, agrecable, where there are no ravening beasts,
o puisenois cTeatures, no wicked tmde, no vent-
wresome navigntors: nor any luman beings s
those who are perfect in virtue—as, of cotrse, the
poet and his party mist e, if the story is not to
be spoiled ot the ontset,  Would it e puss ible for
any ane mon on reading a poem setting forth such
jdees and such promises to take the anthur seri-
onsly ?  There might be a melancholy feeling of
symputhy for a canse plainly so hopeless, bt it
wonld be felt that there wos more irony than earn-
estness in the verses. Ihut suppose the poet male
it worse, Suppose he said to his friends in sal
but tuneful numbers: * If you think that any of us
are in danger of getting homesick, we will insure
ourselves against desertion hy solemnly swearing
that we never will go back to our fatherland unles,
rivers run nphill, unless the monntains walk down
to the sen, unless tigets make friends with deers,
hawks with pigeons, lons with sheep, or finully,
most incredible of u!l unless goats voluntarily
take a bath.”

This is suhstantially the Sixteenth Epode of
Horaee, which translators, including Mr. 1k
und commentators genernlly  Jiave  persistently
taken to be a scrions praduction,  Yonthinl as the T
poet was at the time the plees was written, anl
anxious as he way lave been for the suceess of |
the purty whose cause b had esponsed, it s difi-
cnlt to see how hie conld hiave expeeted to enliven
the drooping spirits of hig comrades, before defent
ronsidered

or after, with an address, whiel,
gravely, was o farrago of impossibilities.  Homee
did not expect the aristoeratic party to desrt

Jeme for any other place on earth. He preferred
poverty and suffering there himself to life any-
where else. When it is remembered how infatiuted
Romans were with (he notion that they weie dos-
tined to rule the world and that their rule would
mark the return of the golden age, it Is possible to
e how the mwomentary bitterness of defent,
whother past or antieipated, led the poet to an
ironleal outhurst, It was just as if he had said 10
his conntrymen in plain words: “Yon talk of rul-
jng the world nnd you ennnot keep peace with encli
other. You talk of a golden future. You might
as well look for the Islands of the Blest. Bt I
am ready for any adventure, I will be your pilot
and we will take n mutnal oath s fonlish as all
the rest of our conduct hug heen, 1t is high time
we were looking about for these arva heata, those
divites 1nr|||mi. which we prate so much about.”
What islands he was thinking of, he made plain
guough long afterward in the verses:

Ereptum Stygils fluctibus Aeacum

Virtus of favor ot Hugua patentinm

Vaotum divitibus eonseemt Insulis,

When these Inter lines were written Lie wns nhont
to seek those Huppy Islands in downright earnest,
for be died within a year.

The traditional view taken of the Sixteenth
Epode is a part of the snme medipevalism which
insisted on meaking Virgil a prophet of Christi-
anity. Doubtless Horace would bave been used
in the same way, had he been much read in the
Middle Ages. The conventional interpretation
is well get forth in Mr. Hogue's transiation, The
beauty of his volume is to be found particalurly
jn its arrangement. The life and works of the

poet are disoussed with care in a general intro-
duction of twenty-eight pages. Eae h book of
oides has a prefatory note, and over each ode is
such an account of its origin, of the time when it
was written and the occzsion whieh produced it,
as coulil be given, with a brief hint of the way 11
bas been treated hy varlous English translstors,
The broad pages give room for printing Horace's
Latin and Mr MHague's English side hy side in-
stead of alternately from leaf to lenf. The ver-
ification of the translator is smooth and flowing.
The pecessities of rhyme are such that it would
be unfair to expect more than o paraphrase of the

original sense.
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